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Baha’i 

Comparing World Religions Study 

History and General Information 

 The Baha’i Faith is a non-Christian cult of distinctly foreign origin that began in Iran in the nineteenth 

century with a young religious Iranian businessman known as Mirza Ali Muhammad, who came to 

believe himself to be a divine manifestation projected into the world of time and space as “Bab” 

(pronounced “bob”), meaning “a gate” leading to a new era for mankind 

 The Faith began as a Shi’ite Muslim effort to reform Islam 

 Ali Muhammad believed that the religious leaders of the world had forgotten their common 

origin...Moses, Jesus, and Mohammed were equal prophets, mirroring God’s glory, messengers 

bearing the imprint of the Great Creator 

 The focus of Baha’ism is often popularized as “The Oneness of God, the Oneness of Religion, and the 

Oneness of Humanity” 

 The Bab was executed in 1850 by Muslim zealots who wanted no part of his reform, but this did not 

dim the spirit of the rising Baha’i faith 

 According to his followers, he had prophesied that the oneness of mankind was inevitable, and that 

in time there would come “a Promised One” who would unify all the followers and would himself be 

a manifestation of the only true and living God 

 A man named Mirza Husayn Ali, in 1863, took the name Baha’u’llah and announced that he was the 

fulfillment of that prophecy; he organized and wrote many of the teachings of the new faith 

movement; his son made the faith a world movement 

 The world headquarters of the Baha’i faith is in Haifa, Israel 

 The Baha’i Faith utilizes the calendar for observances designed by the Bab, which consists of 

nineteen months, each having nineteen days; New year’s Day falls on March 21 

 There are no ministers and no church organization 

 The Baha’is employ only teachers who conduct discussion groups in homes of Baha’i centers, and 

who are willing to discuss with anyone the unity of all religion under their faith 

 There are schools in Colorado, California, Main, and Michigan 

 Today, the Baha’i faith is directed not by an individual, but a council 

 There are over 4 million Baha’is in the world today 

Basic Beliefs 

 Baha’i teaching is often difficult to identify and evaluate because it usually expresses itself in the 

terminology and images of various religions; however, there are central principles and teachings 

 Shi’ite Islam teaches that the world awaits the return of a Messiah figure at the end of time, which 

Baha’ists claim has been fulfilled by Baha’u’llah 

 Basic principles include: 
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 The oneness of the world of humanity; by this they mean an international political empire 

where Baha’ism would be the state religion; every human on earth would be under the Baha’i 

World Parliament 

 The foundation of all religions as one; they claim the world’s major religions are not 

contradictory or competitive but equally true; any differences are inconsequential details 

 Religion must be the cause of unity 

 Religion must be in accord with science and reason 

 One must pursue independent investigation of truth 

 Equality between men and women 

 The abolition of all forms of prejudice 

 Universal peace 

 Universal education 

 A universal language 

 The spiritual solution of economic problems 

 Use of an international tribunal 

 Laws and obligations of the faith include prayer and reading the Holy Writings (from various 

religions) daily; also, there is a fast on the “New Year,” March 20-21; followers are also taught to 

contribute to the faith’s financial fund 

 Observance of holy days is required 

 Work is considered worship 

 Avoid alcohol and drug abuse 

 Be sexually pure 

 Obey the government of the land 

 Avoid gossip 

 Baha’i also teaches that Adam, Abraham, Moses, Krishna, Buddha, Jesus, and Mohammed were all 

equal manifestations of God, each a genuine prophet and each divine, sinless, and infallible. 

 According to the Christian Science worldview, there is no reality to the physical world; therefore, it is 

only a small step to the conclusion that evil, sin, disease, sickness, and death are simply illusions of 

the mind 

Sacred Texts 

 The writings of Baha’u’llah, who is considered God’s appointed prophet (above all others), are at the 

heart of Baha’i teachings 

 He did not claim to be God, but claimed to be more important than all previous revelations 

 He laid down strict rules for daily worship, including the requirement of daily prayer three times a 

day 

Jesus 

 Baha’is see Jesus as just another man whose career as Lord ended when Mohammed founded Islam 

in the seventh century 
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 Teaches of Baha’i reject the Trinity, Jesus’ incarnation, His bodily resurrection from death, and the 

need for Jesus’ sacrificial atonement for sin 

 Baha’i theologians deny that Christ is the only way to God 

Heaven, Hell, Salvation, the Soul  

 Question and answer with a Baha’i teacher: 

 Question: Jesus Christ taught that salvation from sin could be effected only by acceptance of Him as 

the sin-bearer mentioned so prominently in the fifty-third chapter of the prophet Isaiah.  Just how in 

Baha’ism do you deal with the problem of your own sin? 

 Answer: We accept the fact that no one is perfect, but by the practice of principles laid down by 

Baha’u’llah and by making every effort through prayer and personal sacrifice to live in accord with 

the character of the divine being revealed in him, we can arrive at eventual salvation as you like to 

term it. 

 Question: What you men, then, is that you, yourself, are cooperating with God in working for your 

salvation? 

 Answer: Yes, in a sense I suppose you could say this is true, though God in the end must be merciful 

to us or no one would be fit to escape the diving judgment. 

 Question: The, you do believe in a final judgment and existence of paradise and hell? 

 Answer: Yes, the Baha’i Faith recognizes divine judgment, though not in the graphic terms that 

Christians portray it.  We know nothing of eternal flames where sinners will be confined forever 

without respite.  We do believe in the paradise of God, which will be the abode of the righteous and 

in the resurrection and the final righting of all things. 

 Question:  Putting this on a personal basis...might I ask if you personally this moment believe that 

you are a good practicing disciple of Baha’u’llah; and, this being true, do you at this moment know 

with certainty that your sins have been forgiven you, and that if you were called tonight before the 

throne of God, you would be judged fit and worthy to enter His kingdom? 

 Answer: I don’t believe any person can make that statement, for no one is perfect or holy enough to 

merit the paradise of God, and those who so claim to have attained this exalted position are in the 

eyes of the Baha’i Faith presumptuous, to say the very least.  I could not at the moment say this for 

myself, but I hope that this will be the case when I die. 

A Response 

 Baha’ism teaches strict monotheism, much like Judaism or Islam, but the Bible clearly teaches the 

doctrine of the Trinity 

 According to Baha’is, religious truth is relative, not absolute, and revelation is continuous and never 

final; however, the Scripture teaches that Christ is the ultimate and final source of life and truth 

 The differences between Baha’i and Christianity are numerous, but the key difference may be Baha’i 

syncretism, which says that all religions are one and agree with one another 

 No amount of rhetoric or argumentation can rationally support the view that all religions are the 

same 
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 While most world religions agree on some general moral principles, they emphatically disagree 

on other moral issues and on essential doctrinal matters 

 The Baha’i emphasis on the unity of religions seems more of a tactical and ideological move 

designed to lead people to join the Baha’i faith 

 Baha’is teach some good principles for developing personal integrity, but their absolute dependence 

on works to avoid judgment leaves them relying on obeying the law to achieve what they call 

salvation. 

 The Baha’i faith has a faulty assessment of Jesus Christ.  Baha’u’llah did not believe in the historical 

reality of the miracles of Jesus.  Though he taught that Jesus died on a cross, he denied the physical 

resurrection 
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